
Plate-forme THD: Open High Speed Broadband Content and Service Experimental Platform operated by the Cap 
Digital Paris Region Competitiveness Cluster - www.portailthd.fr   

1 

 

da 

 

 

Open High Speed Broadband Content  
and Service Experimental Platform  

 

 

 
Public funders  

Europe (ERDF), French Ministry of the Economy (DGCIS), 

DRIRE, Caisse des Dépôts, Ile -de-France Region, City of  Paris, 

Seine -Saint -Deni s Department , Yvelines  Department  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Partners  

Cap Digital, Bearstech, FaberNovel, Institut Telecom, Telecom 

Paris Tech, AFNIC, MSH Paris -Nord, Université Paris 13, Orange 

Labs, Centre Pompidou, IRI, Cit® des Sciences et de lôIndustrie, 

Groupement Cartes Bancaires  

 

Service providers  

Tecdev, Silicon Sentier, Ad Valem, Médiamétrie  
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The THD Platform: an Open High Speed Broadband 
Digital Services and Contents Experimental Platform 

A Large-Scale Structuring Project in the Greater Paris Region  

The ñTr¯s Haut D®bitò (THD) or High Speed Broadband experimentation platform gathers 

resources and technical means to help businesses prototype and develop their 

innovative digital services and contents  on optical - fibre high speed broadband 

networks.  It is also a pole for monitoring strategies of industrialists involved in the FTTH 
network value chain and an emerging digi tal usage observatory.  

The THD Platform gathers a dozen of public and private partners around the Cap Digital 

Paris Region Competitiveness Cluster and hosts FTTH network on - line service and digital 

content experimentation projects.  

 

 

Cap 2012 ï A new stra tegy for the digital sector in France  

The THD Platformôs cooperative project was selected by the Ministry for 
Industry in the 5 th  call for research and development proposals of 
Competitiveness Clusters. The announcement was made by the Prime 
Minister, Fran çois Fillon, on February 21 st , 2008, at the Cap 2012 event 
where the Cap Digital Paris Region Competitiveness Clusterôs 2008-2012 
strategic plan was presented.  

 

The THD Platform is supported by the European Regional Development Fund (ERDF), by the 

French state via the Single Inter -Ministry Fund (FUI) that supports Competitiveness Clusters 

research and development projects coordinated by the General Directorate for 

Competitiveness, Industry and Services (DGCIS) that is part of the Ministry for Industry, 

and  via the Regional Directorate for Industry, Research and Environment (DRIRE Ile -de-

France), by the Caisse des Dépôts, by several local communities, by the Ile -de-France 

Region and by Paris, Seine -Saint -Denis and Yvelines Departments. Oséo, a public body th at 

supports technological innovation and SMEsô growth, is also a partner of the THD Platform. 

The THD Platform benefited from an amount of public funds of Mú6.3 out of a total 3-year 
(2008 -2010) Mú9 investment and operation budget. 

Broadband content and service projects that were experimented on the Platform are co -
funded by Oséo.  

 

 



Plate-forme THD: Open High Speed Broadband Content and Service Experimental Platform operated by the Cap 
Digital Paris Region Competitiveness Cluster - www.portailthd.fr   

4 

 

Moreover, the THD experimentation Platform lies at the heart of 

the  Ile - de - France Region Living Lab , a Cap Digital 

Competitiveness Clusterôs ñusage laboratoryò, which was granted the 

European label ñLiving Labsò in November 2008 by the European 
Netwok of Living Labs (EN oLL).  

 

 

The THD Platform is steered by the Cap Digital 

Competitiveness Cluster (assistant to the operational 

coordination: Tecdev). Such involvement of the 

Competitiveness Cluster in a cooperative R&D project, the first 

of its kind, shows how important technical, economic and 

social challenges of new FTTH network digital services and 
contents are considered by the cluster.  

 

Cap Digital, the Digital Content and Service Competitiveness Cluster 

France launched a new industrial policy on Competitiveness Clu sters by associating, region -

wide, businesses, research centres and training institutes involved in a partnership -based 

approach around innovating industrial projects targeted at new markets and creating jobs. 

The Cap Digital Paris Region Competitiveness C luster is a pole for the Greater Paris Region 
digital services and contents.  

Cap Digital gathers more than 500 members  ï 430 SMEs, 20 major groups, 50 

universities and Grandes Ecoles , which gather 170 research laboratories . Cluster 

players belong to 9 doma in communities: Digital Education and Training; Knowledge 

Engineering; Culture, Press, Media; Image, Sound and Interactivity; Mobile Services and 

Usages; Robotics and Communicating Objects; Digital Design; Free Software, Cooperation 
and New Models.  

The Competitiveness Clusterôs objectives are to make the Greater Region one of worldwide 

digital references from both industrial and strategic points of view. R&D development, Cap 

Digital member businessesô growth and Cap Digital member networking and international 

promotion are all missions that the cluster has set for itself to support creativity and 
competitiveness of this industrial sector that represents, by itself, a 300 -billion -Euro market.  

Since the creation of the Competitiveness Cluster  in 2006, the lat ter received 770 projects 

in total, out of which more than 343 were granted its label . 248 of them got funds for a total 

budget of 515 million Euros, out of which more than 222 million Euros in aid.  

 

The Secretary of State for Prospective and 
Development o f Digital Economy, Nathalie 

Kosciusko Moriset, visits the THD Platform  
demonstrator in the City of Sciences and Industry 
in June 2009.   
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12 public and private partners gathered to address high speed 
broadband network content and service related challenges 

Objectives and Structuring of the THD Platform 

The main objectives of the Regional THD Experimentation Platform are:  

 Accelerate prototyping and industrialisation of high speed broadband 

innovative on - line services by carrying out real - size  experiments and by beta 

testing services;  

 Build upon usage observations within the framework of high speed broadband 

experiments, towards setting up an observatory of digital services, contents and 

practices in the Greater Paris  Region.  

Four functional components make u p the structure of the THD Platform:  

1)  A resource cluster  (data centre) for hosting digital services and contents and a 

technical and scientific assistance scheme for developing experimentation projects 

and individually evaluating experimentations; the latte r was set up by several cluster 

partners, among which the University of Paris 13, Bearstech, the Institut Télécom 

and Télécom Paris Tech.  

The resource cluster includes a strategic monitoring pole meant to provide Cap 

Digital players and, more generally, a ll digital content sector businesses with an 

insight of telecommunication networks evolution perspectives, of Internet services 

and of digital service and content production and diffusion value chain, in particular 

on HSBB networks. Strategic monitoring in  relation with new social and cultural 

practices is carried out by the Maison des Sciences de lôHomme - Paris Nord, the 

AFNIC, the University of Paris 13 and the Pompidou Centreôs IRI. High speed 

broadband network usage studies are carried out by Télécom P aris Tech and Orange 

Labs.  

2)  Experimentation projects lead by businesses based in the Ile -de-France Region 

that may have to  do with  on - line services or new types of digital contents allowed by 

Fiber Broadbad  networks; 25 projects are currently hosted by the platform.  

3)  An  FTTH optical - fiber  experimentation panel  composed of 2,300 households  

from the Ile -de-France Region, selected by the Institut Télécom to represent a wide 

range of publics. The panel is recruited by Médiamétrie.  

4)  A platform coordination and mode ration scheme , the Cap Digital cluster being 

assisted by Tecdev, a firm that specialises in the elaboration and coordination of 

technological projects. Silicon Sentier is in charge of moderating the portailthd.fr 

website.  
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 THD Platform Resources 

Scientific and Expertise Resources 

Ä Observation of usages and evaluation of practices (Institut Télécom, Telecom Paris Tech, 

Orange Labs)  

Ä Technological, social, economic and cultural monitoring and prospective analysis (AFNIC, 

University of Paris 13, Maison des Scie nces de lôHomme Paris Nord, IRI, Groupement des 

Cartes Bancaires)  

Ä Support to experimentation projects lead by businesses (University of Paris 13, 

Bearstech, Institut Télécom, Télécom Paris Tech)  

Ä Valorisation of projects experimented by businesses (Pompidou  Centre, City of Sciences 

and Industry)  
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Technical means  

Ä A test bed , i.e. an experimental technical board for the development of new digital 

contents. This 100 -m2 test bed is located at the University of Paris 13, on the university 

campus (93).       

 

 

 

Ä A technical operational board , i.e. a data centre for hosting services and contents 

(hosted by AdValem), characterised by:  

¹ dedicated material (active equipments, vlan and servers)  

¹ an Internet connexion via the AdValem multioperator ou tput: 500 or 1000 dedicated Mbps with 
scalable peak cell rates  

¹ a possible direct optical - fiber connexion to telecommunication operator transport networks:  
2 optical - fiber access points  

¹ servers (double quad core processors, up to 8 G Ram, 600 G HDD) and po ssible streaming, 
transfer/storage of high volumes, etc.  

¹ technical means for metrology  

 

 

 

 










































